 

Dear (Assemblywoman/Assemblyman NAME),

[bookmark: _Hlk137460312]As a professional dog trainer who lives and works in New Jersey, I am writing in support of the Dog Training Licensure Act, A1212.

A1212 would protect consumers and dogs from unqualified trainers by creating a consistent and sensible approach to licensing and other authorizations to practice. The legislation, which is built on well-established dog training standards, offers multiple pathways for dog trainers to hold authorization to practice and creates an oversight board to ensure that consumers have access to safe and effective training for their dogs. 

Additionally, A1212 takes a balanced approach, exempting from its licensing requirements dog training by active military service members, law enforcement, and services offered by kennel clubs affiliated with the American Kennel Club or United Kennel Club, and it does not apply to individuals who train their own dogs or volunteer to train others’ dogs.

[bookmark: _Hlk137461524]Our state needs dog trainer licensing. Current law permits a “buyer beware” system, in which unqualified, unethical, or abusive persons can hold themselves out as dog trainers—putting dogs and the public at risk. The law provides remedies only for the most egregious cases after the damage has already been done. New Jersey has licensing requirements for numerous professions, including athletic trainers, therapists, and teachers. Such laws operate to protect consumer and public safety. Dog owners and their companion dogs deserve a similar level of protection.

As a constituent and a professional dog trainer, I strongly urge you to support A1212. I would love the chance to speak with you directly about this issue and request a call at your convenience.
 
Thank you for your consideration,

(Name)
(Name of business)
(City of operation)
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