

PLEASE CUT AND PASTE THIS LETTER INTO THE BODY OF AN EMAIL TO NJ ASSEMBLY SPEAKER CRAIG COUGHLIN – DO NOT SEND THIS AS AN ATTACHMENT. INSERT YOUR TOWN/NAME/INFO IN THE EMAIL AS HIGHLIGHTED.
EMAIL TO: Assembly Speaker Craig J. Coughlin, asmcoughlin@njleg.org
CC: Assemblywoman Carol A. Murphy, aswmurphy@njleg.org
 
SUBJECT LINE: Please Support: Bill A1212, the Dog Training Licensure Act
Dear Speaker Coughlin,
I am a New Jersey resident and professional dog trainer who lives and works in (insert your town/county). I’m writing today to ask for your support in facilitating the advancement of Assembly Bill 1212, the Dog Training Licensure Act, introduced by Assemblywoman Carol Murphy in your Regulated Professions Committee. The bill, a critical public health and safety and consumer protection measure, would require dog trainers in our state to obtain a license from a new Dog Trainer Licensure Board. I and other professional dog trainers in New Jersey strongly support the bill.  

Our state needs professional dog trainer licensing. Current law permits a “buyer beware” system, in which unqualified, unethical, or abusive individuals can hold themselves out as dog trainers – putting dogs and the public at risk. Like numerous other licensing laws in New Jersey, A1212 would operate to protect consumer and public safety. It also will protect consumers and dogs from unqualified trainers by establishing a consistent and sensible approach to licensing and other authorizations to practice for professional dog trainers. 

The legislation—built on well-established training standards—offers multiple pathways for dog trainers to obtain authorization to practice, and it creates an oversight board to ensure that consumers have access to safe and effective training for their dogs. It also includes sensible carveouts for dog training by active military service members, law enforcement, and services offered by a kennel club affiliated with the American Kennel Club or United Kennel Club, and it does not apply to individuals who train their dogs or volunteer to train others’ dogs.  

The dog training community would be grateful for your support of A1212. 

Thank you for your consideration,

[Name]
[Name of business, if applicable]
[City of operation/residence]
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